
Coupeville School District Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) -
Updated August 27, 2021

This update is to help answer questions regarding district plans for COVID-19 health
and safety mitigation work during the 21-22 school year.

What mitigations and guidelines will the Coupeville School District be following as we
start the 21-22 school year?
To see the most recent Washington State Department of Health guidelines and requirements
please click here and for the Island County Public Health Toolkit click here. We will not be
posting regular internal COVID-19 safety plans as we find that it is more efficient to continue to
follow these state and county guidelines that based on last year's experiences change as we go.
In order to make things more efficient we will continue to follow these guidelines and point out
specific details or highlights to you in FAQ’s and/or school communication as needed.

What is the most important thing that our school community can do to reduce the spread
of COVID-19?
While we are following all of the guidelines and layered mitigations the most important thing we
can all do is stay home if you are sick.  Our staff will do everything they can this year to make
sure that all students have plenty of ways that they can continue to learn when they are out of
school due to health issues.  Before COVID-19, school districts placed an emphasis on the
importance of attendance but given the current health situation we ask all parents and staff
members to please stay home if you are sick.

What does the Governor’s current face coverings mandate in schools mean for masking
requirements for students and staff?
This is a state mandate and local school districts do not have a choice.  OSPI has informed
school districts that if they do not comply with the order that the school districts will lose it’s
regular apportionment funding which is the vast majority of the finances needed to operate
schools. Here is a short summary of the mandate and requirements.

● All students and staff will all wear face coverings while inside school buildings or vehicles
(buses) and in the presence of others.

● Masks are optional outdoors so when students and staff are outside of the school
building they are no longer required to wear masks.  This is one more reason we are
promoting outdoor learning as much as possible.

● When staff members are working in isolation they are not required to wear masks.

What are we doing about lunches?
We anticipate that we may have a large number of students choosing to enjoy school lunches
this year as lunches will again be free for all students.  We are excited about feeding all of our
students but we do understand that lunches can cause greater risk of spreading viruses
including COVID-19.  Here are a few highlights of things we are doing to increase safety at
lunch so students and staff can relax and enjoy their meals:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11mMY8_hIHkVAOf821Tn-EE0ygh-7NPAm/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16bF07iImKyDdBiIHhGzzchvo_l3m4jfV/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108360059741140591013&rtpof=true&sd=true


● We will be utilizing outdoor eating spaces as we have ordered tents and tables so that
students can eat outside.  This will allow us to provide more space for students who are
eating inside as well.

● We will be preparing students for this during the half days of the first week of school.
Each campus will have different ways of doing this and feeding students during the first
week of school so you will be getting more detailed information from each of our schools
soon.

● Each campus is doing things to maximize space and reduce the number of students
eating in the cafeteria and they will be sharing more details on their plans soon.  Again,
we will work through this with students during orientation time on the first week of school.

What is the district doing to prepare for any possible extended absences or interruptions
to in-person learning for students?
While we are excited to welcome students back to in-person learning we need to all be aware
that the possibility exists that there may be interruptions to in-person learning.  This could
impact small groups of students or entire classrooms.  Could it impact an entire school or
district?  We do not think so at this point but given how things have gone these past 18 months
we need to be prepared for anything.  Therefore, we are doing the following:

● For all possible classes we are starting the year using Google Classroom in tandem with
in-person instruction, so that students and staff can more efficiently transition to remote
learning and still access their learning.

Where should COVID-19 questions be directed?
For a staff member, all questions about COVID-19 mitigation efforts should be directed to their
supervisor.  If the supervisor does not have the answer they will find the answer for the staff
member.  For students and families, they should initiate any questions to the office of their
child’s school.


